~ the forest Th Te a cottage, a cabin, a
: shack or a beer. can on the whole shore.

v131t1ng the' httle
were boys before

T e only sign of humans for miles around

is the water-filled flat-bottom boat, half-

sunken and hidden away in the shallows_

under the sheltering branches of balsam.

The boat is wooden, a- workmg :
janother era, as are the two grown-up little
boys who have been hiding it here for years.

doctor now
~an altar boy

in Latin and nobody had ever heard of a

One is the good prlest and the other is the  «cp

f good doctor.

Indoors, they usually a e to be found at
‘the American Legion bar in the 1 orth coun-

- try town not too far from here.

The bar is renowned for its bartender’ ;
‘named Gene who sleeps in his hlcago Cubs -
worn and
 polished as the Old Man’s hickory ax handle;

and for its beer cooler where, once a week,

~ cap; for its ancient cnbbage boa

 The Good Old Boys get into their sn

“down
practrcmg for ice nshmg

! around ‘anymore. The good doctor and the] '
good priest are about the only humans who
even come to the lake these days, let alone

mood, has been known to refer to the

lake as either “The Bass Hole” or “The Little

Chapel of The Brg Bass
Well, Father, ‘Doc w111 say in mlxed

_company, “as The Seven- Foot Nun always '

~used to say: ‘A little time in the chapel wIIl
do wonders for your soul.””

- Father memelsbach always takes that as, :
an inside Joke, especrally ifit is sa1d in the -

- ever told another hvrng soul

‘They never did — not - even after Do

_grandpa died and they inherited, by default i
‘the wooden ﬂat-bottom a set of wooden oars
‘and a cement-filled paint can that grandpa
used for an anchor. :

‘When they were little, Doc and Father

‘Himmelsbach learned to fish these bass with

'grandpas cane poles, and they have pre-

- served those poles with love and varmsh as

‘mobile suits and sorrel boots sit themselves '

the full kegs and j Just stay that way, '

though they were the relics of a saint.
“Which,” Father Himmelsbach, ,who

e responses were.

ey have been when nostal-

gia has gotten the better of them Then they
" tie the bundle of pole
, iChrysler fish ’ar‘

bottom, working the lily pads kw1th""' V
therr fly rods and poppers. Doc was

. ffought funously in “th lettuce ﬁelds, as

Doc calls the* IOugh More than one ﬁsh i
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| SKINNY-DIPPING

3 Wldow Elvira on the way. home.

_ The priest smiled. In all seasons; he has helped Doc ﬁll the
WldOW Elvira’s freezer with enough fish fillets, partridge and

~ venison steaks to see her through another marriage, if she was so
| inclined. “And, of course,” Father Hlmmelsbach has advised Doc
~ on more than one provisioning trip, “she is. so inclined.”

: “Inclmed or reclined,” Doc growls, “I am not about to marry'
agam, and neither is she. We re just a couple of friends from the
old days. God, on a date once, when I just came back from the
Army, we started out for a movie and then Just sat and talked and
wound up skinny dipping.” '
- “No wonder she married someone else the priest said. -
“You know, Joe,” Doc said, “that’s the funny part about

- growing old. Ins1de this ancient shell is that 21-year-old kid just '
_rattling around in there like a beagle pup and, yet, here lam —

here we are — like a couple of old geezers, hats down around our
ears, shoes laced up tight. Hell! When was the last time elther of

~ us went skinny-dipping?”

HEY ﬁshed in silence for a long tlme When they h ,
_enough, Father Himmelsbach rowed them into shore
. and, without a word, took off his shoes and his clothes and

~ waded out into the lake. He dived, came up sputtering, then :
~around while Doc started to fillet the bass. Doc always fille
fish because, as he says, - “Nobody else here went to med school

“The priest was hufﬁng and puffing and sputtering out there

“and Doc kept up a running commentary as he cleaned the fish.

“Remember, Joe,” he yelled, “hockey was your sport. You liked

the water hard so you couldn’t fall through it.” And: “If you
, ;drown can I do the last rites?” and “If you d1d this on Sunday,

: Contmued
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tudio
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techlme |s made ,_'f"Wlsconsm and cew

- techhne systems offer an

exciting contemporary ad-

~dition to  your home.
techline beds, dressers,
desks, wall systems, kit- ||
chens and bathrooms are |
‘athomein every room.

Call for our complete

catalog or visit one of our

showrooms for some per- |
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~ M/F 10-5/S

Thls is better than Blngo”’
, he had to pull up the bo

trymg to dry off in the late afternoon Sun now dlppmg below the

:?,, ‘pines. The priest was shivering, but he wasn’t wheezmg too badly

“I should have brought a towel he salq

~ When they settled

. that Father Hlmmelsbach’

“My, she said, “it looks as though he fell in.”

~ “It does look that way;” Doc said. “Doesn’t it?” e
“I didn’t fall,” Father Himmelsbach said. “I was pushed Pt
Doc ralsed h1s lemonade and they drank to° that e

George Vukehch of Madlson is author of the. Noﬂh Country Notebookf

published la t year. If you want to submit a fictional piece
o WISCONS' :

d it to Fiction Network; P.O. Box 5651, SanyFr’ancisc
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